CHAPTER XII

GIULIANO (DUG DE NEMOURS) AND LORENZO
(DUKE OF URBINO)

THE Medici when they returned again after so many years
to Floience were represented by the two brothers, Giovanni
and Giuliano, and their first cousin, Giulio. They had been
youths of eighteen, fifteen, and sixteen when driven out from
their home, they returned as men of thirty-six, thirty-three,
and thirty-four. During the intermediate years they had had
many vaiied expeiiences, had seen much of life, had had
many hard things to endure, and ample oppoitunities of
realising how differently the world treats those who are in a
position to grant favours and those who have to seek them.
On one of the trio the effect of these experiences had been
good, on the other two the reveise.

And the relative characteis of these three young men are
important in regard to subsequent events. The senior mem-
ber of the trio, Giovanni, was an easy-going, pleasure-loving
man, with a full measure of the ability customaiy in his
family, but ever ready to avoid trouble; while the experiences
through which he had passed had left him with few scruples
as to the manner in which he attained his objects With his
brother Giuliano it was otherwise, he had a thoroughly good
disposition, and one which would not allow him to adopt un-
worthy methods But it is with the third member of the trio
that we are in this matter chiefly concerned. Giulio was full
of energy, and endowed with extreme ability, second only to
that of his uncle, Lorenzo the Magnificent, though the
objects to which he throughout life devoted his powers were
on so much lower a level as to make this less generally ap-
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